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City of San Bernardino Names Nathan Freeman as 
Director of Community and Economic Development 

 
 
San Bernardino, California – The City of San Bernardino has announced that Nathan 
Freeman has been named as its new Director of Community and Economic Development. 
His starting date is May 16. 

An experienced professional with almost 25 years working in economic development in 
the Inland Empire, Freeman comes to San Bernardino after spending the past sixteen 
years with the City of Riverside, where he served as the Economic Development, 
Redevelopment, and Real Property Services Manager. 

“Nathan Freeman has extensive experience successfully negotiating major development 
agreements while at the same time creating opportunities for small businesses and 
startups,” said City Manager Robert Field. “He has played a critical role in the recent and 
upcoming development in downtown Riverside and is a great addition to the San 
Bernardino team.” 

In the role of Director of Community and Economic Development, Freeman will oversee 
the functions, programs, and activities of the Planning Division, Building Division, Code 
Enforcement, Economic Development, and Housing. 

“I am looking forward to the opportunity to work alongside an amazing team in San 
Bernardino, under the leadership of the City Council and City Manager, who are dedicated 
to building a stronger and more economically resilient community,” said Freeman. “I’m 
truly excited about the City’s long-term potential and am grateful for the opportunity to 
lead the Community & Economic Development Department as we encourage job 
creation, business development, and a better quality of life for all residents.”  

In Riverside, Freeman played a key role in major development projects, including the 
revitalization of downtown. He negotiated approximately $1 billion in private investment 
throughout Riverside, including the development of over 250,000 square feet of Class A 
office/commercial space, worked to attract many new businesses to the city, and 
facilitated the development of the Riverside Food Lab, the Inland Empire’s first urban food 
court.   



Previously, Freeman served as Business Development Officer for the City of Hesperia 
and Economic Development Project Manager for the County of Riverside.  
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